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DEBATE ABOUT THE COMPLEMENTARITY OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION

INSTRUCTIONS

Choose ONE of the questions below. Write an essay that answers the question you have chosen
in relation to the debate about the complementarity of science and religion.

Space for planning is provided on page 4 of this booklet. Begin your answer on page 5.

EITHER: QUESTION ONE

“Sceptical scrutiny is the means, in both science and religion, by which deep thoughts can be
winnowed from deep nonsense.”

— Carl Sagan, cosmologist

“My view is that if your philosophy is not unsettled daily, then you are blind to all the universe has to
offer.”

— Neil deGrasse Tyson, astrophysicist

Questioning strongly held religious beliefs and scientific theories is difficult for some, but it has been
argued that the search for truth in both science and religion needs an openness to questioning and
testing.

How might a willingness to question and test beliefs and hypotheses, both religious and scientific,
contribute to the debate about the complementarity of science and religion?

OR: QUESTION TWO

“Art and religion first; then philosophy; lastly science. That is the order of the great subjects of life,
that's their order of importance.”

— Dame Muriel Spark, novelist and short story writer

“There is a fundamental difference between religion, which is based on authority, and science, which
is based on observation and reason. Science will win, because it works."

— Stephen Hawking, mathematician and physicist

The differences in scientific and religious approaches to understanding the world, and life, can be a
strong combination for the betterment of humankind and the planet.

What challenges might there be to science and religion working together to address issues such as
poverty, global warming, environmental disasters, pandemics, or times of societal collapse?
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Scholarship

Subject: Religious Studies
Standard: 93603

Total score: 14

Aspect Score Marker commentary
The candidate introduced a wide array of relevant sources
1 05 concerning the topic. They used examples that added depth to the
discussion.
The candidate gave a clear and precise interpretation of the
2 05 guestion. Some important points were missing, along with an

inadequately defended generalisation.

The candidate produced a relatively simple but logical argument
that was explicit and clear.
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